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Writing in the tradition of Karl Llewellynâ€™s classic The Bramble Bush, Paul Kahn speaks in this

book simultaneously to students and scholars. Drawing on thirty years of teaching experience, Kahn

introduces students to the deep, narrative structure of the judicial opinion. Learning to read the

opinion, the student learns the nature of legal argument. Thus Kahnâ€™s exposition of the opinion

simultaneously offers a theory of legal meaning that will be of great interest to scholars of law,

humanities, and the social sciences. At the center of Kahnâ€™s approach are ideas of narrative,

persuasion, and self-government. His sweeping account of interpretation in law offers innovative

views of the nature of authorship, the development and decline of doctrine, and the construction of

facts.
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I just finished reading Making the Case last night and could hardly wait to tell you what a fine piece

or writing it is. For the first time I have a deep understanding of the law, what it is, how it got to be

what it is, and how it hopefully should work in a democracy. The book should be required reading for

anyone who offers an opinion of the law.Sometimes I did have to struggle with some of the more

"lawyerish" elements, but I never felt lost or abandoned.Certainly a major work of its kind.
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